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Simplified data transfer
Beckman Coulter, Inc. have
introduced the DU® WinConnection
Software Suite for its DU Series
600/7000 spectrophotometers. This
collection of 32-bit applications is
compatible with Windows ‘95, ‘98 and
NT environments. Three programs
are included to enhance the capture,
analysis, reporting and storage of data.
The Data Capture/Network software
collects spectrophometric data in the
background, allowing other programs
to run simultaneously. File Utility
provides a range of options for the
analysis, interpretation and reporting
of the collected data. Finally the DU
Applications Disk Creator easily
formats and creates directories for the
optional external storage device.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Microplate reader
A new multi-functional microplate
reader for high-throughput assays is
now available from TECAN. The
SPECTRAFLUOR Plus replaces several
instruments and integrates into robotic
systems for full automation, saving
money, time and space. The reader
gives rapid, accurate and reproducible
results for many applications,
including cell and metabolic assays
and protein or DNA quantification. It
handles any plate format up to 1536
wells and reads a standard 96-well
plate in less than 30 seconds. It will
measure fluorescence or absorbance
from UV to near infrared wavelengths,
as well as glow luminescence. You can
switch between these different modes
quickly and easily.
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In Brief
Luminescent image analyzer
Fujifilm has introduced the LAS-1000plus,
the latest of its ultra-sensitive, electronically
cooled CCD camera, luminescent image
analyzers. The LAS-1000plus is the
advancement of the LAS-1000 introduced in
1997, and was developed especially for use in
genetic research in the fields of biochemistry
and molecular biology. The LAS-1000plus
captures chemiluminescent, chemifluorescent
or fluorescent images of samples up to
25 × 25 cm. It provides the high sensitivity
equivalent to photographic film, with
technological benefits not possible with film.
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Filtered enclosures
GRI has announced the addition of two new
filtered enclosures. Ideal for laboratory
demonstrations, the new Paramount 360
filtered enclosure has sides, back and airflow
baffle constructed from clear, tempered
safety glass to offer an all-round view of
procedures taking place within the cabinet.
Paramount Duet filtered enclosures
incorporate two Color-Smart Filter cells —
one carbon set and one HEPA set. In
addition to absorbing and treating vapour
from organic solvents, Duet filtered
enclosures also trap particulates.
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Column thermostat
As a result of continuing research and
development Bio-Tek Instruments has
recently introduced the 582 Column
Thermostat. A part of the HPLC 500
system, the Column Thermostat is a stackable
module. This means the capillary connection
length from the autosampler to column and
detector is minimised. It uses a state-of-the-art
Peltier system to attain rapid heating/cooling
speeds for good retention time stability. From
routine applications to the most advanced
research requirements, the 582 Column
Thermostat offers accuracy and reliability.
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Microplate washer line
Molecular Devices Corporation recently
announced the addition of a microplate
washer line to their current line of microplate
readers and high-throughput screening
systems. The addition of this complementary
product line is the result of the recent
acquisition of Skatron Instruments AS, and
includes state-of-the-art microplate washers
and other related products focused on the
drug discovery and high-throughput
screening market. The washer line is
currently marketed under two product names
— Embla and Skan Washer.
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The new 1999 Fisher Scientific
Microbiology Catalogue is out now,
covering Fisher Scientific UK’s
complete microbiology collection.
This third edition provides a
comprehensive range of products in
one publication, making it an
invaluable reference tool for
microbiologists. Highlights include
Oxoid S.P.R.I.N.T. salmonella kit,
which has refined traditional methods
of detection to give better results in
just 24 hours; ready-prepared media in
bottles and petri dishes — saving time,
resources and laboratory accreditation;
and the cardinal automatic colony
counter — a new and innovative
technology which will vastly improve
the throughput and accuracy of
counting in your laboratory.
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